
Lessons Learned Title:  Toppled Computer Rack                          Date:  November 17, 2006

Event:  At approximately 12:50 pm, a CD employee was moving a computer rack filled with 16 units across the computer room floor to stage
the unit for Excess.  The employee was pushing from the back of the rack (which is on wheels) when the wheels hit the edge of a computer floor 
tile that wasn’t seated properly.  The sudden stop of the rack caused the top three units to partially slide out.  This caused the rack to become top 
heavy, where it then fell completely forward.
No one sustained injuries as a result of this incident and material damage was not sustained.

Actions/Conditions that May have Contributed to the Incident:
The employee was working alone and did not contact the proper building management person responsible for rack moves as identified in our 
computer room HA. The computers in the rack were not restrained from sliding out on their rails. The uneveness of the floor tiles may not have 
been thoroughly checked. The rack may have been moving at greater than the prescribed 1 mile/hr speed increasing its forward momentum.

Lessons Learned:   Safety procedures in the CD computer room HA must always be followed. 

Contact:  Gerryb Bellendir, x3930, gerryb@fnal.gov

Recommended Actions for Other Divisions/Sections:
Moving tall racks loaded with computers poses a tip hazard that could result in serious injury. This activity definitely requires a standing HA 
which must be followed.
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