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Automated Emergency Defibrillator (AED) Inspections
Objective 
This document describes the policy on the AED inspection process, and the roles and responsibilities of the inspector(s).  The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all AED’s available for the use are properly maintained and kept in the best condition possible by trained individuals.
Definitions
Accessory Cables – The cables that electrically connect to the AED to the electrodes.
AED – A portable electronic device that automatically diagnoses the potentially life threatening cardiac arrhythmias of ventricular fibrillation and ventricular tachycardia in a patient, and is able to treat them through defibrillation, the application of electrical therapy which stops the arrhythmia, allowing the heart to re-establish an effective rhythm.

AED Accessories – Everything included/stored with the AED unit.

Electrodes – The sticky pads that connect the patient to the AED via accessory cables.  There are two sets of pads in each AED case (four pads total, individually sealed).
Inspector – The person or persons appointed to conduct the AED inspections.  This person shall be formally trained in the use of the AED.
Readiness Display – The LCD screen on the front of the AED unit.
Responsibilities
Inspector – This individual, appointed by the Division Head, will be responsible for conducting monthly, thorough inspections of the AED units. The inspector shall use the procedure below to ensure that the AED is in proper condition.  Each inspection shall be documented by the inspector by dating and initialing the AED’s attached inspection card.  The inspector is responsible for taking proper corrective action for any problem encountered.  This corrective action will be noted on the inspection card.  All corrective actions that require servicing of the AED unit should be directed to the ES&H section.
Procedure
	Instructions
	Inspect For
	Recommended Corrective Action

	Examine the AED case, battery and electrodes
	· Foreign substances

· Damage or cracks

· Battery pins bent or discolored

· Any electrode packaging opened

· Presence of duct tape
	· Clean the device with isopropyl alcohol or Windex

· Contact ES&H Section

· Contact ES&H Section

· Replace

· Replace



	Observe readiness display
	· OK Symbol
· Low or replace battery indication displayed

· Service symbol displayed
	· None needed
· Replace battery immediately

· Contact ES&H Section


Cleaning – It is recommended that the defibrillator case, the display, crevices and accessories be cleaned with a damp sponge or cloth.  Isopropyl alcohol and Windex are the recommended cleaning agents.

This procedure is controlled.  Hard copies are valid for only the date printed.  The most current version can be found on DocDB.


